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Freelancer Fast 50 Report Reveals Fastest 
Growing Online Jobs in Q3 2015 and 
Renaissance for Microsoft 

 
SYDNEY, November 19, 2015: Microsoft jobs surge in the online work market; Creative 
projects on the rise, Pinterest and Instagram emerging as winners in the Social Media war. 
 
In Q3 2015, Freelancer.com’s data scientists reviewed 370,901 jobs*, up 4% from 356,876 jobs in 

Q2 2015. Freelancer analysed the jobs on the platform to create a snapshot of global business 

trends. 

 

“Freelancer.com’s quarterly Fast 50 report is a pulse check of the movers and shakers across 

industries, technologies, products, and companies. We can glean from the increasing demand in 

Windows related skills that Microsoft is still a giant player in its field, and will continue to assert its 

dominance,” says Matt Barrie, Chief Executive of Freelancer.com. “What remains to be seen is 

how long it will be among the top players in the industry.”  

 

Benedict Evans from venture capital firm Andreessen Horowitz says “Windows had actually 
ceased to be the dominant development platform in the late 1990s with the rise of the web.” He 
notes that Microsoft’s steep decline is due to its near-absence from mobile. 
 
However, Microsoft has been fighting aggressively to keep itself relevant. The launch of recent 
Windows 10 devices (the Surface Book; the Surface Pro 4; the Lumia 550; Xbox One; and the 
revolutionary holographic computer Hololens) has sparked a massive interest in all things 
Windows. This fact is evident in the number of Windows jobs being posted on Freelancer.com. 
 

http://ben-evans.com/benedictevans/2015/7/8/capitulation


 
The marketplace has seen an incredible surge in Windows Desktop projects, up 62.7% (to 2,121 
jobs) since last quarter. This makes it the fastest growing online job of the third quarter of 2015. 
 
Is this Microsoft’s comeback, or its last gasp? 
 
In addition to the increase in Windows Desktop jobs, there has also been growth in Microsoft Office 
work. Word projects have grown by 29.3% (to 3,455 jobs), while other Microsoft Office jobs have 
increased by 8.3% (to 1,323 jobs). 
 
This suggests that Microsoft Word is still the preferred word processing software for professionals, 
despite the existence of Google Docs. Excel jobs also grew by 26.6% (to 25,215 jobs) in the 
quarter. 
 
Microsoft has made an extra effort to ensure it doesn’t lose its market share to alternatives such as 
Google Apps. Office 2016 rolled out in September this year, boasting real-time collaboration, 
OneDrive integration, and cross-platform, cross-device functionality. These features at the very 
least match, if not exceed, those of Google Apps.  
 
‘Yuccie’ is the new Hipster 
 
“The hipster is dead,” proclaims Mashable’s David Infante, saying it has been replaced by a new 
class: the Yuccies, or Young Urban Creatives. 
 
Said to be the cultural offspring of Yuppies and Hipsters, this demographic thrives on the Internet. 
 
On Freelancer.com, creative projects have been on the rise, with Content Writing still leading, at 
21.9% growth. Photography jobs have increased by 13.0%.  Video Editing, Video Services, and 
Videography jobs have gone up by 18.6%, 14.2%, and 7.2% respectively.  Design work in various 
fields is on the up, with 3D Design growing at 12.0%, Flyer Design at 10.9%, and Banner Design at 
7.3%. 
 
With the rise of these Young Urban Creatives, and the many millennial professionals who comprise 
Freelancer.com’s users, it’s only logical that creative jobs will continue to prevail. The Internet 

http://mashable.com/2015/06/09/post-hipster-yuccie/#7x3yVr9iwOqI


 
enables this demographic to provide their services to a large number of businesses around the 
globe - this is one work trend that can only go up. 
 
War of the Social Networking Sites  
 
Social media once helped to level the playing field for small business owners wishing to push their 
products online. However social media marketing is now becoming much harder for small 
businesses. 
 
Social@Ogilvy has noted the steady decline of organic reach on Facebook (a 49% drop from the 
October 2013 peak), and it says it is only a matter of time before that figure hits zero.    
 
This has affected entrepreneurs wishing to push their products on social media, with Facebook 
Marketing jobs falling by 12.9%. 
 
This might be spurring an exodus to other platforms. While Pinterest’s user base is smaller than 
other social media sites, projects for the visually-heavy platform have been growing over the past 
year, and this quarter is no different with a jump of 9.9%. Pinterest is a great tool for marketers 
wishing to push their products using visuals. Pinterest users are very active in sharing their 
purchase desires and aspirations.. 
 
The competition for eyeballs in the hyperconnected world is getting more exciting, as social media 
platforms and small businesses continually compete for consumers’ diminishing attention spans. 
 
Note: Data relates to projects posted between July 1st and September 30th (Quarter 3, 2015) 
compared with those posed between April 1st and June 30th, 2015 (Quarter 2, 2015).  
 
About Freelancer®  
Eight-time Webby award-winning Freelancer.com is the world’s largest freelancing and 
crowdsourcing marketplace by total number of users and projects posted. More than 17 million 
registered users have posted 8.9 million projects and contests to date in over 850 areas as diverse 
as website development, logo design, marketing, copywriting, astrophysics, aerospace engineering 
and manufacturing. Freelancer owns Escrow.com, the leading provider of secure online payments 
and online transaction management for consumers and businesses on the Internet. Freelancer 
Limited is listed on the Australian Securities Exchange under the ticker ASX:FLN. 

https://social.ogilvy.com/facebook-zero-considering-life-after-the-demise-of-organic-reach/


 
 

 
Freelancer.com’s Fast 50: Fifty Fastest-Growing Online Jobs for Q3 2015   
 

Job Q2, 2015 Q3, 2015 Change % 

Windows Desktop 1304 2121 62.7 

Word 2672 3455 29.3 

Excel 19921 25215 26.6 

Angular.js 1098 1338 21.9 

Content Writing 8510 10369 21.8 

Covers & Packaging 1021 1223 19.8 

Video Editing 1384 1641 18.6 

Transcription 1230 1416 15.1 

Video Services 3619 4134 14.2 

Amazon Web Services 1017 1158 13.9 

Photography 1824 2062 13 

eBooks 2702 3029 12.1 

3D Design 1710 1915 12 

Research 6130 6858 11.9 

WooCommerce 1095 1221 11.5 

Flyer Design 1489 1652 10.9 

Translation 8504 9427 10.9 

Pinterest 2122 2333 9.9 

Book Writing 1719 1885 9.7 

Data Entry 23200 25282 9 

Web Search 6176 6708 8.6 



 
3D Rendering 5209 5657 8.6 

Microsoft Office 1222 1323 8.3 

Business Cards 1241 1346 8.5 

Audio Services 1043 1126 8 

Ghostwriting, 10084 10886 8 

Caricature & Cartoons 1322 1426 7.9 

Virtual Assistant 3463 3717 7.3 

Banner Design 4657 4997 7.3 

Videography 1118 1199 7.2 

Voice Talent 1084 1158 6.8 

Instagram 432 459 6.3 

Photoshop Design 4441 4704 5.9 

Articles 19301 20442 5.9 

Manufacturing 1146 1209 5.5 

Video Production 1322 1384 4.7 

Website Testing 1181 1242 5.2 

Product Design 1389 1440 3.7 

Graphic Design 78122 80896 3.6 

Photo Editing 3154 3268 3.6 

Social Media Marketing 4997 5139 2.8 

SEO 12931 12775 -1.2 

Mobile Phone 22256 21634 -2.8 

HTML5 8871 8617 -2.9 

Android 18403 17169 -6.7 

Javascript 12962 12083 -6.8 



 
iPhone 14303 12636 -11.7 

Facebook Marketing 7438 6475 -12.9 

Social Networking 4419 3332 -24.6 

Electronics 1781 1340 -24.8 

 

* Job statistics have been filtered for spam and projects otherwise unlikely to be filled 

 

http://www.freelancer.com/ 
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Kyri Theos    Regional Director, Asia-Pacific 
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Email                       kyri@freelancer.com 
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