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Freelancer.com joins protest against SOPA/PIPA
SYDNEY: January 18, 2012: Freelancer.com announced that it was joining the protest
against the SOPA and PIPA bills, adding its voice to Wikipedia, Google, Reddit and many
other high profile Internet sites.
Proposed on October 26, 2011, the Stop Online Piracy Act has been widely condemned by the
technology industry as having the potential to cause significant damage to the way the Internet
operates.
As the largest outsourcing and crowdsourcing marketplace in the world, Freelancer.com supports
the growth of small businesses, entrepreneurs, and start ups in the United States around the
globe. In considering the SOPA and PIPA bills we believe that the SOPA bill is onerous in its
requirements and broad reaching in its definitions. We believe these bills will cause irretrievable
damage to the technology industry and the hard won successes of
entrepreneurs across the globe, as well as stunting industry growth.
“We propose that proponents of this ill-conceived regulation try innovation instead of legislation as
a route to securing future viability of their business models.” said Matt Barrie, Chief Executive of
Freelancer.com, "You can’t fight the Internet, you can’t fight technological progress. You must
innovate or die."
Starting at 12:00am Eastern Standard Time on January 18th, Freelancer.com will be joining the
global protest to highlight this threat to our industry.
For more information about SOPA go to www.sopastrike.com
About Freelancer
Webby award-winning Freelancer.com is the largest outsourcing and crowdsourcing marketplace
in the world. Through Freelancer.com, businesses connect with 3 million independent
professionals from all over the world. Employers can hire freelancers in areas such as software,
writing, data entry, and design, right through to engineering and the sciences, sales & marketing,
and accounting & legal services. The average job is under US$200, making Freelancer.com
extremely cost-effective for small businesses which often need a wide variety of jobs to be done,
but cannot justify the expense of hiring full time.
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